
 

 

November is more than just a trip to Grandma's, even if it's over the rivers and through the woods, not to 
mention a few swamps and scrub brush areas, and small deserts and a thousand miles away.  That said, here 
are a few insights into this month's Sunday readings that might shed some light on things from another per-
spective, except for the 30th Sunday.  That one is for you to discover, and share with me!  
 

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C, October 16, 2022 

Luke 18:1-8 

This Sunday we again need to step back and peer into the Middle Eastern culture of Jesus with its Cultural 
insights that urge more precise translations of this story to show why its popular title, "The Persistent 
Widow," is perhaps inappropriate. 

WHAT WAS THE MIDDLE EASTERN WIDOW LIKE? 

The word for "widow" in Hebrew means "silent one" or "one unable to speak:” We must remember that 
in the patriarchal Mediterranean world males alone play a public role. Women do not speak on their own  
behalf.  A widow who has lost her husband and spokesperson to death is in an even worse condition if the 
eldest son is not married. 

Younger widows were considered to be very dangerous and were urged to remarry.  This was one of the 
major concerns in the early Church was determining who truly is a widow. See the discussion in 1 Timothy  
5:3-15. 

Because widows were not included in Hebrew laws on inheritance, they became common symbols of the  
exploited and oppressed. Prophets like Isaiah (1:23; 10:2) and Malachi (3:5) criticized the harsh treatment 
they received, and throughout the Bible widows are viewed as being under the special protection of God   
(Jer 49:11; Ps 68:5; Jas 1:27). 

Because the 'widow appears alone in this parable, we can assume that she has no male family member who 
can appear on her behalf. She is truly alone and therefore in a very vulnerable situation.  Yet at the same 
time she is desperate. Already being deprived of everything of value in this society, what else does she have 
to lose? Her life? 

WHAT ABOUT THE JUDGE? 

He is very likely a local magistrate, this is a stock character for Luke (see 12:14, 58; Acts 18:15). A                
Torah-observant judge would feel obliged to take special care of the widow (see Deut 10:18; 14:29; 16:11).   
If nothing else, a judge might surely fear the "curse" for not doing justice for a widow (see Deut 27:19). 

But this judge is none of the above. The story asserts (v. 2) and the judge himself admits (v. 4) that he does 
not fear God and that he is "shameless:' that is, no one can make him "feel ashamed:' 

In the cultural world of Jesus, where honor is the core value and shame is its unfailing corollary, this judge is 
a cultural misfit.  Worse yet is that without this basic cultural equipment, he can hardly be expected to do 
justice. What does he care how his actions would be seen and interpreted by the community, or what their 
impact might be? 
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THE WIDOW IN BOXING TERMS IS THE CRUNCHER 

The widow "keeps coming" to the judge. Remember that this is not a private audience; it is a very public 
event. The entire community waits, watches, and witnesses the event regularly. What finally moves the judge 
is not her persistence but rather that, literally translated, "she will end up giving me a black eye" (v. 5). The 
Greek word in that verse is borrowed from boxing. 

The Greek language also used the word figuratively to mean "blacken one's face:” which means to publicly 
shame a person. The translation "wear me down" is incorrect and misses the entire point: "shame."  By   
publicly badgering the judge every day, the woman repeatedly shames this shameless person. Who knows 
that, at some point, she might even poke him in the eye, literally? 

And the judge who boasts that he is insensitive to shaming strategies and cares not a whit about his honor 
ultimately yields to her pressure.  After all, in a culture where law-courts were not about justice but shaming 
others no matter what the cost, this judge would be damaged by the gossip report that a woman has shamed 
him. 

He'd never live that one down and couldn't continue as judge. 

SO WHAT IS THE MORAL OF THE STORY? 

Jesus' conclusion is: If a helpless widow can get through to a shameless judge, all the more can a petitioner 
be heard by an honor-sensitive God. (Recall Ezek 36:16-32 as one instance where God indicates greater    
concern for personal honor than for the house of Israel. Others would besmirch God's reputation, and God, 
like any other honor-driven being, simply can't allow that to happen.) The moral makes convincing sense in 
the Mediterranean world. 

How does this apply to us here today in our Modern sophisticated world? 

When applied to our morally starved culture, it may be less convincing in the modern world. 

Many believers remember offering prayers that seem to have gone unanswered.  And then some spiritual 
head wagers have remarked: "Of course God answered. The answer was no!' This observation may be too 
simplistic. 

Remember that the Mediterranean world is strongly group oriented. The widow's petition was publicly 
made; for all his bluster and denial, the judge respected public opinion. It was group pressure that made the 
judge cave in. 

We Americans are individualistically oriented and generally discount the value of the group. Americans   
generally address individualistic prayers to God in private. No group hears, no group can help. The wisdom   
of the widow's strategy is worth pondering, because as members of the body of Christ, we are the Church  
too and as such when we see a wrong within the body we are responsible to speak out, that healing might 
occur for where two are gathered in my name… 
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31st Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C, October 30, 2022 

Wisdom 11: 22-12, 1, Psalm 145, 2 Thes. 1:11-2, 2 and Luke 19:1-10 

Zacchaeus was an especially successful tax collector and therefore an exceptionally hated man.  On the road 
to Jericho, from the limb of a Sycamore tree, this blood-sucking vampire caught a glimpse of mercy and grace 
and had to make a choice. 

Tax collectors have never been popular. But in Judea and Galilee during the Roman era, they were particu-
larly hated. It was bad enough that they collaborated with the foreign oppressors. It’s understandable that 
the Jews felt about the same thing for the Romans as the French did for the occupying Nazis in World War II. 

Tax Collectors as Vampires 

But the Roman system of “tax farming” made tax collectors especially despised. The Romans wanted to     
collect as much tax as they could without tying up their own personnel. So they recruited locals and gave 
them a percentage of what was collected. The more a tax collector could wring out of the people, the more 
he could keep. 

So these money-sucking vampires profited off their countrymen’s misfortune. In so doing, they helped raise 
the necessary funds to finance the Romans’ brutal repression of the chosen people. Obviously, these       
parasites were repugnant to all decent, God-fearing people.  They were the enemies of God Himself. 

Zacchaeus and Grace 

Zacchaeus should have known that there was no hope for him. After all, he had done a particularly good job 
of extorting money from his countryman, for Luke 19:1 says Zacchaeus was a wealthy man. 

But when Jesus came to Jericho, Zacchaeus just had to “see what he was like.” In John 6:44, Jesus says “no 
one can come to me unless the Father draws Him.” The tug that Zacchaeus felt inside was the grace of God 
drawing him to his Son. Chances are that God wished to draw others to come out into the street and see the 
Savior of the world. But many probably were just too busy and resisted what they thought was just idle curi-
osity. 

Zacchaeus Takes Action 

Zacchaeus, on the other hand, not only dropped what he was doing, but went to great lengths to respond to 
this inner prompting of grace. He had a hard time seeing, for he was “small in stature.” So he tried to run in 
front of the crowd, and ultimately climbed a sycamore tree to get a good view of the celebrity. 

There were many in the crowd. But Jesus zeroed right in on the short man in the tree. He had never met him, 
but called him by name: “Zacchaeus, hurry down, for I mean to stay at your house today.” 
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To understand how shocking this was, consider that Jews made themselves ritually impure by entering the 
house of a public sinner. But this, of course, was not any Jew. A sinner could not make Him impure. Rather, 
He would purify the sinner. 

Jesus saw past Zacchaeus’ crimes and into his heart, which was open to the grace that prompted him to climb 
that tree. Inviting himself to the tax-collector’s home meant an offer of forgiveness, mercy, acceptance by 
God.  People knew this, and were stunned. They began to grumble. 

Repentance as Letting Go 

But Zacchaeus “stood his ground.” He was determined not to be shamed out of his chance at redemption. He 
instinctively knew that accepting Jesus into his home meant that his life had to change. His wealth had come 
at the expense of his people. Clinging to it would mean letting Jesus go. He had to choose. “I give half my   
belongings, Lord, to the poor. If I have defrauded anyone in the least, I pay him back fourfold.” 

Notice that he did not buy his forgiveness through this almsgiving. Mercy had already been offered to 
him.  Salvation came to Zacchaeus not by his initiative, but by God’s. Grace moved him out to the street and 
up the tree. And the offer to do lunch together was pure grace. 

Yet Zacchaeus could have declined the offer. God is not about forced entry. The door must be opened from 
the inside. We must make the decision to yield to His mercy and receive the gift. And to receive the gift 
means that our hands must be empty.  We have to let go of some things if we want to grasp the hand of 
Christ. Like stolen goods, for example. 

For Zacchaeus, it was a no-brainer. What he had to give up was nothing compared to what he was being    
offered. Is the choice as clear to us? Only you can answer this one. 
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32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C, November 6 2022 

IT STARTED OUT AS a joke, a gag, about the afterlife. The Sadducees believed there was no such thing as the 
resurrection of the dead. 

First because they couldn't find it explicitly in the Torah or the Law of Moses and secondly because they 
couldn't picture it. (probably because they didn't want to be that accountable for their choices) 

So they wondered, somewhat whimsically:  Where will all those people go? How will they be fed? Then there 
are so many complicated relationships like the woman who married seven brothers in a row, one right after 
the other, after each one died. Whose wife will she be? How will she divide her time among the chores and 
duties of a wife? It was a Knee slapper. 

Jesus uses their sarcastic question posed to dishonor and provoke Him to provide them and us important 
and powerful teachings about our soul, about our life and about our future. 

The first truth is about our soul. 

Jesus says there is eternal life because in the Law of Moses God describes Himself as the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob. Not that God "was" but that God "is" the God of these patriarchs. The Law of Moses refers 
to them in the present tense and therefore they are alive. It's a technical argument that the Sadducees would 
understand, and one they blatantly overlooked! 

We can apply the Lord's point to ourselves. 

Like Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, we were called into being by God. Though those patriarchs played an          
important part in Salvation history, there is more to them than what they achieved here on earth. 

The same is true of us. We are more than our bodies. Cut off a part of our body and "we" are still here. We 
are more than our job, more than our family. There is more to us than our genetic code, our bank account, 
more to us than our emotions or our achievements.  We are shaped by all these things, but we are more than 
all of them. What holds them all together and makes them one, is the part of us that doesn't deteriorate and 
that lasts forever. 

That spiritual center is called the soul. 

The soul is like the electricity that lights up a bulb or activates a computer. Take away the soul and the body 
is just a corpse. Put in the soul and the body becomes a person. We all have a soul.  Furthermore, we are not 
like bytes on a computer that death just deletes. On a level deeper than the biological, we endure.  Although 
we may live on in our accomplishments, in our children, in our effect on others, those are all "iffy." There is 
also the more solid truth of personal immortality. We shall not cease to be. The truth about our soul, as one 
writer said, is that when God gives Life it's forever. 

The second truth the Lord teaches is about our life here on earth.  Jesus says, "All are alive for God." Nobody 
is an accident. However a person is conceived, hopefully in love but even if in error or even if in violence, 
even if someone can tragically say, "My parents didn't want me," God wanted us. 

We are all called into being by God through our parents. We are alive for God and have a place in God's plan. 
Each of us is here not only for a season but for a reason. We are alive for God. 
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The third truth is about our destiny, which is meant to be union with God in everlasting life. The Lord says, 
"The children of this age marry but those in heaven do not. They become like the angels and are no longer 
liable to death." 

In other words, eternal life is a mystery. There is a danger in our trying to become too graphic. We can make 
heaven look comic or boring, populated with angels, harps and clouds as in some television commercials. 

People in different cultures have pictured heaven differently. 

For the American Indians who lived off the land, it was the "happy hunting ground. “ 

For the Nordic peoples living in such cold climates, it was like a "gigantic beer hall." 

For people in poverty, it had "streets paved with gold." 

For the Jewish people who were not Sadducees, it was a "New City of Jerusalem filled with banquets and 
feasting." 

These are all pictures, powerful pictures, but still only ways of trying to picture what is a mystery. 

Let’s take a moment to consider the story of a man who died and the priest tried to console the widow. 

He said to her, "Fred is in heaven now, surrounded by choirs of angels." She started to cry. 

The priest said, "He is being greeted by thousands of martyrs." She cried even more. 

He said, "He is being welcomed by all the saints." She cried to the point of being inconsolable. 

Finally he asked her "what's wrong?" To whit she responded between choked sobs, "Fred hated crowds." 

Yep, that’s right, one person's picture of heaven can be another person's picture of hell. 

Jesus is teaching us, that eternal life is not just a bigger version of life here on earth, as though heaven will 
have eternal family feuds, eternal traffic congestion, endless political campaigns, an eternity of cable talk 
shows with the same people talking about the same thing forever. 

Instead, Jesus teaches that it is a transformed life, a fulfillment. That here on earth, we are limited, hemmed 
in and frustrated by all the sin driven things in our life. As such we often complain about our problems these 
days. When the limitations of this life are dropped and when we are finally cleansed and healed, we can be 
set free to be the person God created us to be forever. Then our soul will be filled with Christ's life, Christ's 
peace, and Christ's honor, power and glory. No more wanting, yearning, seeking and climbing. We will be 
with God and at peace. 

And so it is that this sarcastic question of the Sadducees that was meant to bring dishonor and disgrace,     
instead triggered three important teachings from the Lord to them and to us that fit in well with this month 
of November. 
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Having celebrated All Saints Day, and All Souls Day we are now given these teachings about our immortal 
soul, our life's purpose, and our eternal destiny that was meant to be with God. 

St. Paul writes to the Corinthians that "Eye has not seen, ear has not heard, what God has ready for those 
who love Him." If we have rejected the Lord and separated ourselves from God that too becomes eternal, 
after death, for it is then that we will be forever what we have become in this life. 

The message to each of us in today's readings is to expand our vision, widen our hope and to enlarge and 
strengthen our faith for the future because at death, we don't just evaporate like gas into the atmosphere.  
Each of us has a place waiting for us in heaven with our name on it and, if we are faithful to Jesus Christ, it 
will be ours not just for a few years but forever.  
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33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C, November 13, 2022 

 Malachi 3: 19-20 Psalm 98 2 Thessalonians 3: 7-12 Luke 21: 5-19 

I never really liked scary movies as a kid, and for that matter neither does Carolyn. As time has passed     
nothing has changed -- I still don’t particularly like them. I just don’t find it entertaining to be frightened out 
of my wits. Today’s gospel sounds like a script for a scary movie. 

In today’s reading from the Prophet Malachi we hear:  Lo, the day is coming, blazing like an oven, when all 
the proud and all evildoers will be stubble....but for you who fear my name, there will arise the sun of justice 
with its healing rays. While evil doers may prosper for a while, the faithful are strengthened by Malachi’s   
vision of God’s coming justice. With hope in that vision we do not give in to the despair and pessimism that 
might cause us to give up on ourselves, our world, and even our incomplete and wounded church. We        
especially do not give up on God. 
 
So we ask ourselves:  What gets us most discouraged about our world today?  About our own lives? 
What subtle signs of hope give us courage and the desire to persevere? 

The biblical narratives describe what has happened and, as in today’s gospel, what will happen. But we are 
not just reading the Scriptures for the sake of learning history, or predicting the future, but to learn how to 
interpret and respond to what is happening to us and our world today. 

The end time may still be far off, but Christians are persecuted right up to this present time.  We can be    
reassured that even as we suffer for our faith, in big ways, or daily smaller trials, Christ has not left us on our 
own. As such we have the confidence of Jesus’ words that he will give his followers wisdom to witness to him 
and the strength to persevere. 

Through all the trials Christians have had to endure his promises have held: he has been with us and finally 
we will be totally safe in his hands. Jesus’ words are as relevant for us now as they were to his disciples. Is 
that what he means when he speaks the paradox, “Not a hair on your head will be destroyed”? 
 
Despite all the disasters, false prophets and personal afflictions, Jesus speaks words of confidence for us. Can 
we rely on his words; can we be strengthened and patiently endure based on his words, when all else         
collapses around us? 

We are living within verses 12 -- 19, the time during which Jesus says we are to give testimony. These are 
difficult times that can humble the believer, make us aware of the weakness of our faith, but also encourage 
us to fall back on Jesus and his promise to us that we will endure and “secure our lives” -- or as another   
translation has it, “You will gain your souls.” 

So don't get caught up in the gossip and delusions of the world instead, persevere in Christ and His eternal 
peace will be yours too. Now let us go forth and be the witnesses that we should be for Him, Loving one's 
neighbor as oneself living for the little things as well as the big things that bring about the Kingdom of God. 
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Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, Cycle C, November 20, 2022 

2 Samuel 5: 1-3          Psalm 122           Colossians 1: 12-20            Luke 23: 35-43 

The first reading today recalls when the twelve tribes came together at Hebron to recognize David as their 
King and to pledge their allegiance to him. Much later the Jews of Jesus’ time were under King Herod and the 
Roman Empire. 

They were in a hopeless, miserable state and so they would look to that past glory, a time when they had the 
great King David as their Shepherd King. 

He had his faults, but they were one with him, as the tribes say to David, “Here we are, your bone and your 
flesh.” Despite his all-to-human weakness, God had used him to unite the disparate twelve tribes into one 
powerful kingdom. 
 
Under Herod and the Roman occupation the suffering people not only looked back to those moments of 
past glory, they also looked ahead to a messianic, David-like king to deliver them. 

They had hope that God would once again, as God had done in the past, deliver them from their 
oppressors. So where was this long-awaited king and how would they recognize him when he did come?  

Well, he certainly was disguised in a most unexpected, even repulsive way -- hanging on the cross! 

To further humiliate and mock the people Pilate had placed on Jesus’ cross the 
inscription, “This is the King of the Jews.” How did this king get to this crushing place? 
 
Since the 13th Sunday, when Luke told us that Jesus “firmly resolved to proceed to Jerusalem” (9:51-62), we 
have been traveling with Jesus and his disciples to the Holy City. 

Along the way, Luke periodically reminds us that they were on the road to Jerusalem. (The “Journey          
Narrative” begins at 9:51 and ends at 19:28, as Jesus enters Jerusalem.) 

As Jesus travels with his disciples he: performs miracles; teaches  them about prayer and the cost of          
discipleship; sends them on missions; meets resistance from the religious leaders; predicts his own passion; 
gives warning about the coming crisis; exhorts them to faith and encourages them to persevere until the Son 
Of Man returns. 

Still, when they do get to Jerusalem and what he has predicted comes true, he is captured and crucified, 
they are completely shocked and crushed by disappointment and they scatter. 
 
In Luke’s version of the execution, those who are there at the end are: onlookers, jeering soldiers, sneering 
religious leaders and, at a distance, “his friends and the women who accompanied him from                         
Galilee...”  (23:49).  

Of course, there were the two crucified criminals hanging on each side of him. It’s a lonely looking throne 
and powerless crown for this “King of the Jews”, or is it? 
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Ironically, it is one of the criminals executed alongside Jesus who has the faith to ask Jesus to remember him 
when Jesus enters his kingly power. 
 
Kings and queens, who are not just figureheads, exert power over their subjects. It is a “top-down” power 
like the power we have over things, animals and subordinate human beings. 

If you are needing an example of said power, check out any Marine base. When a drill instructor yells, 
“Attention!” his recruits became ramrod stiff with head and eyeballs locked straight ahead. 

When we call Jesus our king, some people believe that’s the kind of power he can and will exert any time he 
chooses. 
 
But today, on the cross, where is that power? Why doesn’t he exert it to get off the cross, smash his enemies 
and declare the arrival of the kingdom? 

Instead, if we want to see our king, we must turn our gaze to the horrific spectacle of the cross and see him 
pinned to the cross beam. And it is here that many say, what’s going on? 
 
Jesus, the king, is showing us another kind of power from the cross. St. Paul tells us, in Philippians, that Jesus 
emptied himself, put aside divine prerogatives and power to humble himself and become human – even to 
accepting the ignominious death on a cross. 

Jesus’ power is not exerted by force, but by inviting us to become one with him. He is offering himself to us 
in a relationship that is strong, even when it appears weak. 

In this relationship we share in his power -- a power to heal and forgive; a power to be his servants in his   
ministry of reconciliation.  

In our relationship with Jesus we become strong, not assuming power and rule over people, but by sharing 
his life in our charitable relationship with others. 
 
In accepting the cross Jesus entered into solidarity with the lowest rungs of his society. Who could be lower 
than a convicted criminal on the cross? 

The crucified Jesus is a sign that he is offering himself to everyone, especially those considered the lowest, 
not by forcing himself on us, but by giving himself to us in weakness and apparent defeat. 

While other earthly rulers and monarchs and even some religious authorities, exert themselves on us by    
asserting their power to achieve their own purposes, Jesus’ power is shown in his service to us and his       
willingness to lay down his life for us. 
 
We are free to accept or reject his rule; he will not force us. He doesn’t want us to be his subservient       
subjects as much as his friends.  And so it is that he makes it plain, (“I no longer speak of you as slaves, for a 
slave does not know what his master is about. Instead, I call you friends….” John 15:15). 

Indeed, we who have accepted his reign live as brothers and sisters in his kingdom, which is already present 

in the world. 
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The world challenges us daily to choose the rule of other powers and principalities -- greed, violence,          
indifference, cruelty, aggression, etc.  As a result, accepting Jesus’ rule is not a once-and-for all act, but it 
needs to be renewed each day by the deliberate choices we make. 

Being members in the reign of God, under Jesus’ kingship, can be very discouraging at times. So much of his 
reign is incomplete or fragmentary in our world. A quick glance at today’s headlines will confirm that! 

There’s more to be done to make Jesus’ “peaceable Kingdom” a reality in this life -- not only in our           
surrounding world and within our Christian community, but that cannot come to fruition until this reality 
lives within each of us. 
 
The reason why we proclaim Christ as our king is that he taught us what real leadership is all about. The     
reason why he reigns from a cross is that he never failed to remind the political and religious rulers of his 
time that they weren’t gods, and this has not changed. 

Christ is a king who is still listening to his subjects and taking their words to heart even as he dies on a cross. 
So, we can live in hope and return each week to receive the nourishment we need --the Word of God and the 
food of Jesus’ body and blood -- to live and work within the reign of God, not only as loyal servants, but as 
brothers and sisters of Christ the King, and one another, and in doing so we are well on the way to living the 
meaning of 1st Commandment. 

We have so much to be thankful for this Month of November as we prepare for our yearly Thanksgiving    
celebrations with our family and friends, but let us not forget to ask all the Angels and Saints who have  
helped us in our times of need this year to join us at our earthly gathering that it might be truly complete,  
and pleasing to our Lord. 

I hope this sheds a bit of clarity upon some of this month's readings and gives you something to consider in 
your daily life and those around you, that you might find what it is that you are being asked to hear, see, and 
perhaps act upon on behalf of your neighbor, the one who is silenced within our cultural community. 

God's Blessings and have a Happy Thanksgiving, as we now about to enter a new Church Year, with the      
season of Advent.  

Yours in Christ:  

Deacon Anthony and Carolyn Hicks  
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